
 

 St. Peter’s Church of England Primary School 

WRITING CURRICULUM STATEMENT 
 
Introduction 
 
At St. Peter’s, English forms part of our core curriculum and, as such, holds a prominent place within our daily 
timetable.  
 
A high-quality curriculum with expert teaching in English opens doors to the fundamental skills of reading and 
writing for life. As well as being essential skills for everyday tasks such as reading a menu and writing a letter, 
learning to read and write also opens doors to a world of knowledge, wonder and entertainment through developing 
a love of reading for information and pleasure; and a creative outlet for human emotion and expression through 
developing a passion for writing and the written word.  
 

Writing 
 
Learning to write fluently enables learners to communicate their ideas, thoughts and feelings to others. Written 
language and communication skills are essential to participating fully as a member of society; and experiencing ‘life 
in all its fullness’ (John 10:10). 
 
For the purposes of this policy statement, writing encompasses the fundamental skills of:  
• Transcription (inc. spelling and handwriting) 
• Composition (inc. grammar) 
 

Curriculum Vision  
 
A St Peter’s writer writes with the reader in mind they understand the power of the language they choose and use 
this courageously within their writing. As authors, they experiment with new ideas and write with a clear purpose, 
rather than sticking rigidly to a formula.  
 
A St. Peter’s writer is inspired to write. They read widely and draw upon their experiences to make choices about 
what to include in their writing and why. They have a deep understanding about the purpose and effect of their 
writing and as such are empowered to move people with their words.   
 
As writers, they see writing as a process and not a product, and have the drive and desire to persevere and 
continually refine their writing. Writing is nurtured and grows through sharing in the children’s success and by using 
each person’s knowledge, skills and ideas to support others.  
 
A St. Peter’s writer is confident that they have the knowledge and skills to communicate effectively for life. They 
write with accuracy and precision, understanding that good spelling, grammar and handwriting are essential for their 
readers’ enjoyment. They are proud of their writing. 
 

Provision, Planning and Delivery 
 

Our Provision 
We enact our vision for Writing through:  

 Starting with ‘real-texts’ and encouraging reflection, challenge and critique; 

 Encouraging learners to articulate and reason their opinions about writing;  

 Providing learners with daily opportunities to explore the purpose of writing and how this has been achieved;  

 Providing engaging (and where possible, real-life) contexts for writing;  

 Maintaining high-expectations for vocabulary and effect; 

 Supporting learners to develop toolkits of ideas and techniques for writing; 



 Teaching grammar in context, giving time to explore purpose and effect of grammatical techniques and 
conventions;  

 Providing ample time for learners to discuss, pick apart and learn from real life texts;  

 Seeing writing as a process and not a product; 

 Valuing time for reviewing, collaborative critique and editing writing; 

 Maintaining non-negotiables for spelling and basic grammar across all pieces of writing.   
 

Planning  

English is taught in key stage 1 and 2 using a mastery approach, rooted in the purpose of writing. For every unit a 
clear purpose is defined, and this purpose is used to drive all learning throughout the unit, resulting in learners 
achieving a depth of understanding about the construction of writing which effectively meets the desired purpose 
and audience. Units of learning are planned in 3 distinct phases (Immerse and Analyse, Rehearse and Refine and 
Apply) with high-quality texts are at the heart of all learning episodes. There are repeated opportunities throughout 
each unit to learn the grammatical conventions and spelling required for their year group in context, as well as 
opportunities to develop and extend their spoken and written vocabulary.  

The long term plan ensures that learners access a broad and balanced writing curriculum, which provides 
opportunities to write narrative and non-narrative structures as well as giving learners time to apply their new 
writing skills across wider curriculum subjects.  Interweaved within the long term plan is planned opportunities for 
children to utilise their writing skills across the curriculum, to ensure and even greater breadth of study. 

Daily planning is completed by teachers in a way which best suits their individual purpose. Planning reflects where 
learners are in their learning and where learners are moving to. It considers the school assessment framework, as 
well as the National Curriculum objectives for their stage and includes daily exploration of high-quality texts to build 
learners understanding of what effective writing for purpose looks like.  
 

Delivery 

The writing curriculum in Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 is delivered each week through daily writing lessons (5 x 50-60 
mins). Whilst grammar teaching is embedded fully into daily writing lessons, daily fluency practice is incorporated 
into each lesson to support learners in rapid recall of fundamental grammatical skills.  

Spelling is taught weekly, following the no-nonsense spelling scheme, with spelling lists sent home for learners to 
revise throughout the week. Spellings are tested each week to ensure that fundamental spelling patterns and 
common exception words are mastered in line with National Curriculum expectations.  

Handwriting is taught as a stand-alone lesson in Key Stage 1 and, where required, as an intervention in Key Stage 2. 
As learners, learn to write in Early Years they are taught to print initially with a focus on the fundamentals of pencil-
grip, posture and cross-lateral training as a pre-requisite to effective handwriting. Cursive handwriting is taught in 
Year 1 or Year 2, when teachers feel that children are developmentally ready to move to joined-up handwriting.  

Interventions for writing are offered to learners who have experience difficulty with writing. Planned interventions 
are highly-focussed, time-limited and research-informed with the express purpose of enabling learners to catch-up 
and then keep-up with whole-class learning.  
Writing is taught in mixed-attaining groups, in line with best-practice guidelines. This allows all learners the 
opportunity to attain the highest standards in writing; to experience the highest standards in written and spoken 
English and to achieve success in writing for purpose.  
 
 

Progression 
 
To ensure progression in Writing, our curriculum is organised to progressively deepen learners understanding of the 
purpose of writing through regularly revisiting each purpose for writing and utilising , new and existing, knowledge 
and skills to write a range of outcomes which are effective in meeting the desired purpose.  
 



Writing Purposes: 

 To enthral/ entertain 

 To inform 

 To recount 

 To persuade 

 To explain 

 To discuss  

To ensure that each unit of learning progressively builds pupils fundamental writing skills at an appropriate level, 
assessment frameworks are used within each year group to gather evidence of what learners know and can 
demonstrate independently. These frameworks are used in planning to re-shape learning episodes and ensure that 
all planned learning effectively meets pupils’ individual and collective needs.  
 

Assessment, Recording and Reporting 
 

Assessment 
All teachers in Key Stages 1 and 2 formatively assess learners writing on a daily basis. They use professional 
judgement to identify where learners are individually, as a group and as a class and plan learning episodes which 
build upon this and take learning forward. Verbal feedback is the most powerful tool we have for improving learners’ 
writing and as such, we build opportunities into our lessons for learners to discuss the effectiveness of their own and 
others writing. Learners engage regularly in dialogue with the teacher about the effectiveness of their writing, 
individually, as a group or as a whole class. Feedback is planned as part of the writing process so that the impact of 
this can be immediately actioned by learners to ensure all learners make good progress in writing.  
 
Independent writing pieces are completed regularly (on average one a week) and these are formally assessed using 
the relevant writing assessment framework, informed by the outcomes expected within the National Curriculum and 
in the Teacher Assessment Frameworks for Years 2 and 6. This summative assessment is used by teachers to inform 
planning for the next learning episode, as well as to identify learners who are in need of additional support or 
challenge in order to meet the aspirational targets set.   
 
Children in Years 2 and 6 will undertake statutory assessment tests (SATs) during the first half of the Summer Term. 
For both Year 2 and Year 6 outcomes for writing are teacher assessed using the published Teacher Assessment 
Frameworks. In Year 6, pupils sit an examination test in spelling, grammar and punctuation with a separate outcome 
recorded for this aspect of the writing curriculum.   

 
Recording  
Learning in Writing is recorded in pupil’s individual Writing books with an expectation that all learners will write in 
every lesson.  
 

Reporting 

 
Children’s achievements, learning targets and next steps in English are shared with parents and carers on a termly 
basis, through termly open door events and parent consultation appointments.  
Annually, during the summer term, a formal written report of children’s learning is shared with parents/carers which 
details their child’s end of year attainment alongside their achievements and progress in Writing over the academic 
year.  
 
The school reports assessment data to the local authority at the end of Foundation Stage, Year 2 and Year 6 for 
Writing. This data is used to compare the school with other schools in the locally and nationally.   

 
Policy into Practice 
 
The following serves as a list of supporting documents and resources, which support the implementation of this 
policy into practice:  



 

 Whole-School Writing Long Term Plan 

 St. Peter’s Writing Assessment Frameworks 

 Writing Progression Maps 

 National Curriculum 2014 

 Statutory Year 2 and Year 6 Writing Teacher Assessment Frameworks 

 Non-Negotiables for Writing 
 



     

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

St. Peter’s Church of England Primary School 
‘Opening Doors with Learning, Faith and Care’  

 
 

Writing with Purpose  
Long Term Plan 

 



St. Peter’s Church of England Primary School 
Writing with purpose 
 

 

 

 
NARRATIVE: A written account of connected 
events. Often personal, includes characters, setting 
and a plot (both real and imagined).   

NON-NARRATIVE: Formal, structured writing about an idea, event or phenomenon. Includes introduction, 
main body and a conclusion, often impersonal and precise.  

Units: Enthral Recount Inform Explain Persuade Discuss 

Purpose of 
Writing:  

To enthral. 
To have a particular 
effect on the reader. 
To allow escape from 
reality.  

To recount/ describe 
events. 

To inform.  To explain. To persuade/ convince 
the reader/ influence.  

To discuss/ present/ 
consider a range of 
viewpoints.   

Writing 
text-types 
matched to 
purpose: 

Stories 
Newspaper Reports 
Diaries 
Letters 
Personal Recount 
Poetry 
Blogs 
Description 
 

Newspaper Reports 
Letters 
Diary 
Historical Recount 
Factual Recount 
Biographies 
Eye-witness account 
Post Card 
 

Non-Chronological 
Reports 
Information Texts and 
Leaflets 
Letters 
Diary 
Historical Report 
Text books 
Factual description 
 

Recipes 
Instructions 
Manuals 
Explanations (How and 
Why) 
Scientific Writing 

Advertisements 
Leaflets 
Letters 
Editorials  
One-sided argument 
Opening address 
(debate/court) 
Review 
Blogs 
Recommendation 
 
 

Balanced argument 
Balanced review 
Critical analysis essay 
Editorial 
Letter 
Radio Talk-Show 
Debate 
Letters to the editor 
 
 

Year 1/2       

Year 3/4       

Year 5/6       
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Long Term Plan Year 1/2 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

A
u

tu
m

n
 

               

Unit 1: To Inform 
Expected Outcomes:  
Factual Description 

Unit 2: To Enthral  
Expected Outcomes:  
Short story with repeated speech 
patterns 

WAC 
Planned 
Outcomes:  
Instructions 
OR Factual 
Description. 

 Unit 3: To Explain 
Expected Outcomes:  
Instructions 

Unit 4: To Recount 
Expected Outcomes:  
Diary 

  

Sp
ri

n
g 

              

Unit 5: To Explain 
Expected Outcomes:  
Explanation Text (how) 

WAC 
Planned 
Outcomes: 
Diary, 
Instructions 
OR Factual 
Description.  

Unit 6: To Enthral 
Expected Outcomes:  
Short story with 
description 

 Unit 7: To Recount 
Expected Outcomes: 
Factual Recount 
& Diary (Year 2 – same context).  

WAC 
Planned 
Outcomes: 
Diary, 
Instructions, 
Factual 
Description, 
OR 
Explanation.  

Unit 8: To Inform 
Expected Outcomes: 
Letter 
 

Su
m

m
er

 

              

Unit 9: To Inform 
Expected Outcomes:  
Non-Chronological Report 
& Letter (Y2 – same context).  

WAC 
Planned Outcomes:  
2 of the following on similar context 
-  
Diary, Instructions, Factual 
Description, Explanation, Factual 
Recount, Letter OR Non-
Chronological Report.  

 Unit 10: To Enthral  
Expected Outcomes:  
Short story with interesting plot line.  

Revision & Evidence Gathering  
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Long Term Plan Year 3/4 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

A
u

tu
m

n
 

               

Unit 1: To Inform 
Expected  
Outcomes:  
Non-Chronological Report 
and Factual Description (same 
context for writing). 

  
Unit 2: To Enthral Expected 

Outcomes:  
Short story and Descriptive writing 
(same context for writing). 

 WAC 
Planned 
Outcomes:  
Non-
Chronologic
al Report, 
Description 

 
Unit 3: To Explain 
Expected Outcomes:  
Explanation text (how and why).  

  

Unit 4: To Recount 

Expected Outcomes:  
Letter and Diary (same 
context for writing). 

  

 

Sp
ri

n
g 

             

 

Unit 5: To  Persuade 
Expected Outcomes:  
Advertisement  
& Y4 – Review (same context for 
writing).  

WAC 
Planned 
Outcomes: 
Letter, Diary, 
Non-
Chronological 
Report, 
Explanation 
text.  

Unit 6: To Enthral 
Expected Outcomes:  
Series of linked diary 
entries and blogs 
(same context for 
writing).  

 

Unit 7: To Recount 
Expected Outcomes: 
Newspaper Report and Eye-Witness 
account (same context for writing). 

WAC 
Planned 
Outcomes: 
Letter, Diary, 
Non-
Chronologic
al Report, 
Explanation 
text. 

Unit 8: To Explain 
Expected Outcomes: 
Letter 
Extended recipes and 
instructions (manuals). 

Su
m

m
er

 

              

Unit 9: To Inform (Year A) 
Expected Outcomes:  
 Information Text and Letter 
(same context for writing).  
 

Unit 9: To Persuade (Year 
B) 
Expected Outcomes:  
Leaflet and Letter (same context 
for writing).  

WAC 
Planned Outcomes x 2:  
Letter, Diary, Non-Chronological 
Report, Explanation text, description, 
blog, newspaper report, eye-witness 
statement, leaflet, information text.  

  Unit 10: To Enthral 
Expected Outcomes: Extended Story 
(escape from reality).   

Revision & Evidence Gathering  
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Long Term Plan Year 5/6 

  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

A
u

tu
m

n
 

                

Y5 
Unit 1: To Inform 
Expected Outcomes: 
Information Texts, Text Book 
Entries and Factual Reports 
(different contexts for writing).   

Unit 2: To Enthral 
Expected Outcomes: Extended Story 
and Personal, descriptive accounts. 
(Historical) 

WAC 
Planned 
Outcomes 
x 2:  
 

 

Unit 3: To  Persuade 
Expected Outcomes: One-sided 
argument and opening address 
(debate/court).  

 

Unit 4: To Recount 
Expected Outcomes: 
Newspaper Reports, 
letters and diaries. 
  

 

 

Y6 

Sp
ri

n
g 

              

 

Y5 

Unit 5: To Discuss 
Expected Outcomes: Balanced 
Arguments and Letters to the 
Editor.  

  
WAC 
Planned 
Outcomes x 
2:  

Unit 6: To Enthral 
Expected Outcomes: 
Extended Story and 
Personal, descriptive 
accounts 

 

Unit 7: To Recount 
Expected Outcomes: Biographies 
and Auto-biographies.  

WAC 
Planned 
Outcomes 
x 2:  

Unit 8: To Explain 
Expected Outcomes: 
Explanations and 
Scientific reports 

Y6 
Unit 5: To Discuss 
Expected Outcomes: Balanced 
Argument and critical analysis.  
 

Unit 7: To 
Recount 
Expected Outcomes: 
Biographies and 
Auto-biographies. 

Unit 8: To Explain 
Expected Outcomes: 
Explanations and 
Scientific reports 

Unit 9: SATs Revision 

Su
m

m
er

 

               

Y5 

Unit 9: To Inform 
Expected Outcomes: 
Information Texts, Text Book 
Entries and Factual Reports.  
 

WAC 
Planned Outcomes x 3: 

 Unit 10: To 
Enthral Expected 

Outcomes:  Series of 
linked short stories.  

Revision & Evidence Gathering  

Y6 
Unit 9: SATs Revision 
 

SATs 
Week 

WAC 
Planned Outcomes x 
2: 

Revision & 
Evidence 
Gathering 
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Teaching Sequence

 
 

  

•Concrete experiences and drama. 

•Introduction to wide-range of appropriate 
vocabulary 

•Engage with a wide range of different examples 
of text type. 

•Evaluating the effectiveness of different texts 
explored.  

•Identifying interesting language/ structures and 
gathering ideas for writing.   

•Capturing thoughts/ ideas throughout the 
immerse and analyse phase.  

•Creating story-boards/ box-up plans for use later 
in the unit.  

•Exploring character/ setting and context for 
writing.  

1. Discover 
and Explore 

•Specific teaching of skills, practice activities and 
crucially, application to writing at this point.  

•Oral rehearsal of text types and important 
sentence structures. 

•Guided, modelled and shared writing 
opportunities.  

•Scaffolded writing opportunities of complete 
text type (or areas of the text which have been 
identified by class teachers as in need of 
refinement).  

•Range of tools for writing (scaffolds and 
supports) introduced and modelled for learners 
to access independently in next phase.  

•Opportunities to reflect on effectiveness of 
writing and improve through feedback.  

2. Rehearse 
and Refine 

• Application of all skills into complete piece of 
independent writing that is closely linked to 
that which has been modelled and used 
throughout the unit.  

•Application should also take the form of 
another text type (KS2) which has the same 
purpose and has been explored in the discover 
and explore phase.  

•Learners should write a minimum of 2 
extended writing pieces within this phase – 
this could be the same text type in a different 
context or the same context presented in 2 
different forms.  

3. Apply 

Continual text exploration with focus on effectiveness, building vocabulary and immersing learners in writing which meets the intended purpose.  

Daily opportunities for learners to write for purpose without limits.   
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Working Towards the Expected Standard (WTS) 

Composition 

 Composes simple sentences orally and transfers into writing with some support. 

 Writes more than one sentence.  

Grammar and Vocabulary  

 Mostly, combines words to form grammatically accurate simple sentences. 

 Is beginning to joins words using ‘and’. 

Punctuation 

 Recognises capital letters and uses them at the start of their sentences.  

 Often demarcates the end of sentences with a full stop, although this may not always be 

consistent.   

Editing and Improving 

 With support, can re-read their writing and say whether it makes sense or not.  

Spelling 

 Spelling is phonetically plausible and most words are able to be read without mediation.  

 Is beginning to spell some Year 1 common exception words correctly.  

Handwriting 

 Forms lower-case letters legibly and most are orientated in the correct direction, although sizing 

may be irregular. 

 Independent writing can mostly be read without mediation.  

 With reminders, uses finger spaces between words.   

Working at the Expected Standard (EXS) 

Composition 

 Writes for a variety of purposes and in a variety of contexts (secure from Foundation Stage). 

 Sequences sentences to form a short narrative or piece of information writing. 

Grammar and Vocabulary  

 Beginning to use some basic descriptive language. 

 Combines words to form grammatically accurate sentences. 

 Joins words and clauses using ‘and’. 

Punctuation 

 Demarcates many sentences with capital letters and end punctuation (full stops, question marks 

and exclamation marks). 

 Use capital letters for names and the personal pronoun ‘I’. 

Editing and Improving 

 Beginning to re-read and check that their writing makes sense. 

Spelling 

 Uses phonic knowledge and skills from FS and Y1 to spell phonemically regular words correctly 

and make phonically-plausible attempts at others. 

 Spells many Year 1 common exception words.  

Y1 



 Spells many words with simple suffixes and prefixes correctly (‘un’, singular and plural ‘s’ and ‘es’, 

verb endings ‘ed’, ‘ing’ and ‘er’, ‘est’). 

Handwriting 

 Forms lower-case letters in the correct direction, starting and finishing in the right place. 

 Forms capital letters and digits 0-9. 

 Separates words with spaces. 

Working at Greater Depth (GDS) 

Pupil achieves all of the above statements and in addition:  

Composition 

 Writes sequences of sentences in order to create short narratives and non-fiction texts that are 

consistent in their features and purpose. 

 Uses some appropriate text features to demonstrate understanding of specific genre. 

Grammar and Vocabulary 

 Includes some ambitious adjectives to describe. 

 Uses both simple and compound sentence structures within independent writing.  

 Joins compound sentences with conjunctions other than ‘and’. 

Punctuation 

 Uses the full range of Year 1 punctuation mostly accurately (CL . ! ?). 

Editing and Improving 

 Re-reads writing to check that it makes sense and independently makes simple changes. 

Spelling 

 Spells all Year 1 and some Year 2 common exception words correctly in writing.  

 Spells most words containing GPC up to phase 5 accurately.  

 Consistently spells days of the week accurately. 

Handwriting 

 Writes lower case and capital letters in the correct direction, starting and finishing in the right 

place with a good level of consistency. 
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Working Towards the Expected Standard (WTS) 

Composition 

• Writes sentences that are sequenced to form a short narrative (real or fictional). 

Grammar and Vocabulary  

 Beginning to use some basic descriptive language.* 

 Combines words to form grammatically accurate sentences.* 

 Joins words and clauses using ‘and’.* 

Punctuation 

• Demarcates some sentences with capital letters and full stops. 

Editing and Improving 

 Beginning to re-read and check that their writing makes sense.* 

Spelling 

• Segments spoken words into phonemes and represent these by graphemes, spelling some words correctly 

and making phonically-plausible attempts at others. 

• Spells some common exception words. 

Handwriting  

• Forms lower-case letters in the correct direction, starting and finishing in the right place. 

• Forms lower-case letters of the correct size relative to one another in some of their writing. 

• Uses spacing between words. 

Working at the Expected Standard (EXS) 

Composition 

 Writes simple, coherent narratives about personal experiences and those of others (real or fictional) 

 Writes about real events, recording these simply and clearly. 

Grammar and Vocabulary  

 Uses present and past tense mostly correctly and consistently. 

 Uses co-ordination (e.g. or / and / but) and some subordination (e.g. when / if / that /because) to join 

clauses. 

Punctuation 

 Demarcates most sentences in their writing with capital letters and full stops, and use question marks 

correctly when required. 

Editing and Improving 

 Proof-reads to check for simple errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation.* 

Spelling 

 Segments spoken words into phonemes and represent these by graphemes, spelling many of these words 

correctly and making phonically-plausible attempts at others 

 Spells many common exception words. 

Handwriting 

 Forms capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation and relationship to one another and to 

lower-case letters. 

 Uses spacing between words that reflects the size of the letters. 

Working at Greater Depth (GDS) 

Pupil achieves all of the above statements and in addition:  

Composition, Grammar and Vocabulary 

Y2 



 Writes effectively and coherently for different purposes. 

Grammar and Vocabulary 

 Draws upon their reading to inform the vocabulary and grammar of their writing, making appropriate 

choices for purpose and audience.* 

Punctuation 

 Uses the full range of punctuation taught at key stage 1 mostly correctly 

Editing and Improving 

 Makes simple additions, revisions and proof-reading corrections to their own writing 

Spelling 

 Spells most common exception words 

 Adds suffixes to spell most words correctly in their writing (e.g. –ment, –ness, –ful,–less, –ly) 

Handwriting 

 Uses the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join some letters 
 

 

* Denotes statement is not included within NCA Y2 TAFs. 

Qualifiers: Where qualifiers are used, they have consistent meaning: ‘most’ indicates that the statement is generally 

met with only occasional errors; ‘many’ indicates that the statement is met frequently but not yet consistently; and 

‘some’ indicates that the knowledge or skill is starting to be acquired and is demonstrated correctly on occasion, but 

is not yet consistent or frequent. 

Examples: Some of the statements contain examples. These do not dictate the evidence required, but show only 

how that statement might be met. 

Particular Weakness: Pupils are still enabled to achieve the standard, even if they are unable to achieve one of the 

statements listed as a result of a particular weakness. A particular weakness is something very specific to that child’s 

writing, that they are prevented from attaining for a specific and justifiable reason. Particular weaknesses for 

individuals will be discussed within moderation. An example may be a child who is diagnosed as dyslexic may 

struggle to maintain accurate spelling in a sustained piece of writing, and therefore be prevented from achieving one 

of the spelling statements.  
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Working Towards the Expected Standard (WTS) 

Composition 

 Writes simple, coherent narratives about personal experiences and those of others (real or fictional). 

Grammar and Vocabulary  

 Uses present and past tense mostly correctly and consistently. 

 Uses co-ordination (e.g. or / and / but) and some subordination (e.g. when / if / that /because) to join 

clauses. 

Punctuation 

 Demarcates many sentences in their writing with capital letters and full stops, and use question marks 

correctly when required. 

Editing and Improving 

 Proof-reads to check for simple errors in spelling, grammar and punctuation. 

Spelling 

 Segments spoken words into phonemes and represent these by graphemes, spelling many of these words 

correctly and making phonically-plausible attempts at others 

 Spells many common exception words. 

Handwriting 

• Forms capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation and relationship to one another and to 

lower-case letters. 

• Uses spacing between words that reflects the size of the letters. 

Working at the Expected Standard (EXS) 

Composition 

 Writes for a range of audiences and purposes, demonstrating understanding of the main features of some 

different forms of writing.  

 In narratives, selects varied vocabulary to create simple settings and characters.  

 Plans and writes chronological narratives; writing in sequence with a beginning, middle and ending. 

Grammar and Vocabulary  

 Writes a range of sentences with more than one clause by using a wider range of conjunctions (when, 

before, after, while, so because, although). 

 Adds detail and precision through expanding noun phrases using pre-modification (secure and extend 

from Year 2). 

 Uses present and past tense correctly, including use of the present perfect instead of the simple past. 

 Beginning to express time and place using adverbs (soon, finally, later) and prepositions, including 

prepositional phrases (during the night, before breakfast). 

Punctuation 

 Demarcates sentences accurately throughout using capital letters, end punctuation and commas in lists 

(secure from Year 2). 

 Beginning to use inverted commas to indicate speech in narratives.  

 Uses apostrophes for contraction and singular possession correctly (secure from Year 2). 

Editing and Improving 

 Beginning to evaluate the effectiveness of writing and suggest simple improvements. 

 Proof-reads for spelling and punctuation errors, in line with Y3 expectations.   

Spelling 

Y3 



 Spell correctly words that have been previously taught, including common exception words from KS1.  

 Use and spell correctly some words from the Year 3 / Year 4 spelling list.  

 Use phonic knowledge and morphology to make plausible attempts at spelling unknown words, spelling 

some correctly. 

Handwriting 

 Writing is legible and some letters are often joined.  

 Capital letters are not joined and are the correct size relative to lower case. 

Working at Greater Depth (GDS) 

Pupil achieves all of the above statements and in addition:  

Composition 

 Accurately uses paragraphs as a way to group related material.  

 Writes for a range of audiences and purposes: using the structure and features of different text types.  

 Creates effective settings, characters and plots in narratives, relevant to the genre.  

Grammar and Vocabulary 

 Makes deliberate and ambitious word choices to add detail, effect and to engage the reader.  

 Maintains accurate tense (including present perfect) throughout a piece of writing with correct 

subject/verb agreement. 

 Varies sentence structures within writing, using conjunctions for coordination and subordination (varied 

positions within the sentence).  

 Beginning to expresses cause and enhance cohesion using adverbs (therefore, so, because, after a while) 

and prepositions, including prepositional phrases (because of the rain). 

Punctuation 

 Uses the full range of punctuation taught so far accurately and sometimes for to create a particular effect. 

 Accurately demarcates direct speech in writing.  

Editing and Improving 

 Improves writing by editing word choices and making presentation decisions (eg paragraphing) 

independently, as well as correcting spelling and punctuation errors. 

Spelling 

 Spelling overall is generally accurate.  

 Uses appropriately and spells correctly many of the words from the Year 3/4 spelling list.  

Handwriting 

 Writes in a legible, joined handwriting style. 

 Maintains the legibility, consistency and quality of their handwriting throughout a piece of writing.  

 

Qualifiers: Where qualifiers are used, they have consistent meaning: ‘most’ indicates that the statement is generally 

met with only occasional errors; ‘many’ indicates that the statement is met frequently but not yet consistently; and 

‘some’ indicates that the knowledge or skill is starting to be acquired and is demonstrated correctly on occasion, but 

is not yet consistent or frequent. 

Examples: Some of the statements contain examples. These do not dictate the evidence required, but show only 

how that statement might be met. 

Particular Weakness: Pupils are still enabled to achieve the standard, even if they are unable to achieve one of the 

statements listed as a result of a particular weakness. A particular weakness is something very specific to that child’s 

writing, that they are prevented from attaining for a specific and justifiable reason. Particular weaknesses for 

individuals will be discussed within moderation. An example may be a child who is diagnosed as dyslexic may 

struggle to maintain accurate spelling in a sustained piece of writing, and therefore be prevented from achieving one 

of the spelling statements.  
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Working Towards the Expected Standard (WTS) 

Composition 

 Writes for a range of audiences and purposes, demonstrating understanding of some of the main features 

of different forms of writing.  

 Beginning to select varied vocabulary to create simple settings and characters.  

 Writes narratives in sequence with a clear beginning, middle and ending. 

Grammar and Vocabulary  

 Writes sentences with more than one clause, joined with a wide range of conjunctions (when, before, 

after, while, so because, although). 

 Adds detail and precision through expanding noun phrases using pre-modification (several, large).  

 Uses the correct verb tense in writing and maintains this throughout the piece of writing.  

 When prompted, expresses time and place using adverbs (soon, finally, later) and prepositions, including 

prepositional phrases (during the night, before breakfast). 

Punctuation 

 Demarcates sentences accurately throughout using capital letters, end punctuation and commas in lists. 

 With support, is beginning to use inverted commas to indicate speech in narratives.  

Editing and Improving 

 Beginning to evaluate the effectiveness of writing and suggest simple improvements. 

 Proof-reads for spelling and punctuation errors, in line with Y3 expectations.   

Spelling 

 Spells common exception words from KS1 mostly accurately in writing.  

 Uses and spell correctly some words from the Year 3 / Year 4 spelling list.  

Handwriting 

 Writing is legible and letters are the correct size and formation.   

Working at the Expected Standard (EXS) 

Composition 

• Writes for a range of purposes and audiences, demonstrating understanding of the main features of 

different forms of writing.  

• Writes narratives with a clear plot, and detailed descriptions of settings and characters, making some 

attempt to engage the reader. 

• Uses paragraphs to organise ideas around a theme, e.g. making use of topic sentence in non-narrative.  

• Creates cohesion within texts by using conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions precisely. 

Grammar and Vocabulary 

• Writes using a rich and varied vocabulary appropriate to purpose and form. 

• Uses pronouns and nouns within and across sentences to aid cohesion and avoid repetition.  

• Writes using a range of sentence structures with more than one clause by using a wider range of 

conjunctions (when, before, after, while, so because, although). 

• Adds detail and precision through expanding noun phrases (eg. modification before the noun and 

prepositional phrases after the noun). 

• Makes accurate use of present and past tense including simple, progressive and perfect forms (secure 

from Year 2 and 3). 

• Expresses time, place, cause and enhances cohesion using adverbs and adverbials, sometimes fronted, 

including prepositional phrases (e.g. therefore, soon, finally, before dark, during break, in the cave, 
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because of Fred). 

Punctuation 

• Consistently uses the full range of punctuation (full-stops, exclamation marks, question marks, capital 

letters and commas for lists) from Key Stage 1 accurately.  

• Uses commas after fronted adverbials. 

• Uses inverted commas and other punctuation to demarcate direct speech accurately. 

• Uses apostrophes correctly (contraction, singular and plural possession). 

Editing and Improving 

• Evaluates the effectiveness of writing and suggest improvements. 

• Proof-reads for spelling and punctuation, in line with Year 4 expectations.  

Spelling 

• Spells correctly words that have been previously taught, including common exception words from KS1.  

• Uses and spell correctly most words from the Year 3 / Year 4 spelling list.  

• Uses phonic knowledge and morphology to make plausible attempts at spelling and checking the spelling 

of unknown words, spelling most correctly. 

Handwriting 

• Uses joined up writing consistently, independently and fluently. 

Working at Greater Depth (GDS) 

Pupil achieves all of the above statements and in addition:  

Composition 

 Writes for a range of audiences and purposes: using the structure and features of different text types.  

 Organises writing into appropriate paragraphs and is beginning to vary paragraph length for effect/ 

audience. 

 Makes effective choices about using direct speech within narratives. 

 Describes settings, characters and plot in sufficient detail to capture and maintain the reader’s interest.  

Grammar and Vocabulary 

 Selects vocabulary deliberately to add detail, improve clarity and to capture and maintain the reader’s 

interest.   

 Uses a range of sentence types with more than one clause which are generally grammatically accurate, 

beginning to experiment with relative clauses from their wider reading. 

Punctuation 

 Demarcates almost all sentences accurately using the full range of punctuation taught in key stage 1 and 

lower key stage 2 (full stops, question marks, exclamation marks, commas, apostrophes, inverted 

commas).  

 Uses commas to separate fronted adverbials and is beginning to separate some clauses within sentences.  

Editing and Improving 

 Evaluates own and others writing.  

 Proof-Reads and edits own writing to improve effectiveness, improving vocabulary and grammatical 

structures. 

Spelling 

 Applies almost all Year 3/4 spelling patterns accurately within writing.  

 Maintains high standard of spelling throughout a piece of writing, using a dictionary to look up ambitious 

vocabulary.  

Handwriting 

 Maintains legibility, consistency and quality of joined handwriting throughout.  
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Working Towards the Expected Standard (WTS) 

Composition 

• Writes for a range of purposes and audiences, demonstrating an understanding of some of the the main 

features of different forms of writing.  

• In narrative create simple settings, characters and plot. 

• Organises writing into simple paragraphs around a theme.  

Grammar and Vocabulary 

• Varies vocabulary used in writing and adds detail though simple expanded noun phrases. 

• Uses simple and compound sentences in writing, joining clauses with conjunctions (when, before, after, 

while, so because, although). 

• Sustains past or present tense throughout a piece of writing.  

• Sometimes expresses time, place and cause through using adverbs and adverbials, (e.g. therefore, soon, 

finally, before dark, during break, in the cave,). 

Punctuation 

• Demarcates sentences mostly accurately using the full range of punctuation from key stage 1 (full-stops, 

exclamation marks, question marks, capital letters and commas for lists).  

• Uses inverted commas to demarcate direct speech. 

Editing and Improving 

• Proof-reads for spelling and punctuation errors, making some improvements independently.  

Spelling 

• Spells KS1 CEW mostly correctly in writing.   

• Spells accurately some words from the Year 3 / Year 4 statutory spellings.  

• Uses phonic knowledge and morphology to make plausible attempts at spelling unfamiliar words. s 

Handwriting 

• Writing is legible and letters are the correct size and formation.   

Working at the Expected Standard (EXS) 

Composition 

 Writes effectively for a range of purposes and audiences, selecting language that shows some awareness 

of the reader and purpose.  

 In narratives, describes settings and characters, and develops atmosphere (‘show not tell’) effectively.  

 Uses dialogue in narratives to convey character or advance the action.  

 Uses a range of devices to build cohesion within and across paragraphs (Eg. secure the use of pronouns or 

nouns within and across sentences to aid cohesion and avoid repetition; linking ideas using adverbials of 

time, place and number; linking ideas using tense choices e.g. he had seen her before instead of he saw 

her before). 

Grammar and Vocabulary 

 Uses verb tenses consistently and accurately throughout writing.  

 Use a range of clause structures, sometimes varying their position within in the sentence for effect (secure 

and extend from Year 4), inc. relative clauses.  

 Conveys information concisely using the most effective vocabulary and grammatical structures (eg. Modal 

verbs, prepositional phrases, adverbials and expanded noun phrases.) 

Punctuation 

• Demarcates sentences accurately throughout, using capital letters, full stops, question marks, exclamation 

Y5 



marks and the punctuation of direct speech (secured from Year 4). 

• Indicates parenthesis using brackets, commas or dashes. 

• Uses punctuation to ensure intended meaning is clear (commas for clarity, parenthesis).  

Editing and Improving 

• Assesses the effectiveness of their writing and makes changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation to 

improve effectiveness.  

• Proof-reads for spelling, punctuation and grammatical errors (e.g. subject/verb agreements, tense use). 

Spelling 

• Spells correctly words that have been previously taught, including KS1 CEW, Y3/4 statutory spellings and 

spelling patterns.  

• Appropriately uses and spells correctly many words from the Y5/6 statutory spellings.  

• Makes good attempts at, and checks the spelling of, some uncommon or more ambitious vocabulary. 

Handwriting 

 Maintain legibility in joined handwriting when writing at speed. 

Working at Greater Depth (GDS) 

Pupil achieves all of the above statements and in addition:  

Composition 

 Writes effectively for a range of purposes and audiences, selecting the most appropriate form and 

drawing independently on what they have read as models for their writing.  

 Beginning to experiment with mixing writing forms for a particular purpose or effect.  

Grammar and Vocabulary  

 Distinguishes between the language of speech and other writing, demonstrating levels of formality which 

are appropriate to the writing style. 

 Selects appropriate vocabulary and grammatical structures that reflect what the writing requires (eg. 

Using contracted forms in dialogues). 

Punctuation  

• Uses the full range of punctuation taught at key stage 2 accurately (eg. semi-colons, colons, dashes, 

hyphens) and when necessary using such punctuation precisely to enhance meaning and avoid ambiguity. 

Editing and Improving 

• Makes choices in drafting and revising writing, showing understanding of how these changes enhance 

meaning or improve effectiveness.  

• Proof reads for spelling, punctuation and grammatical errors (e.g. subject/verb agreements, tense use). 

Spelling 

 In writing, applies correct spelling patterns consistently, including all CEW, Y3/4 statutory spellings, Y3/4 

spelling patterns and many Y5/6 statutory spellings and spelling patterns.  

 All commonly used words are spelt correctly.  

Handwriting 

 Maintains legibility, consistency and quality of joined handwriting when writing at speed.   
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Working Towards the Expected Standard (WTS) 

Composition 

• Writes for a range of purposes. 

• Uses paragraphs to organise ideas. 

• In narratives, describes settings and characters. 

• In non-narrative writing, uses simple devices to structure the writing and support the reader (e.g. 

headings, sub-headings, bullet points). 

Grammar and Vocabulary 

• Varies vocabulary used in writing and adds detail though using expanded noun phrases. * 

• Uses simple and compound sentences in writing, joining clauses with conjunctions (when, before, after, 

while, so because, although). * 

• Maintains accurate verb tense throughout writing. * 

• Sometimes expresses time, place, cause and enhances cohesion through using adverbs and adverbials, 

(e.g. therefore, soon, finally, before dark, during break, in the cave, because of Fred). * 

Punctuation 

• Uses capital letters, full stops, question marks, commas for lists and apostrophes for contraction mostly 

correctly. 

• Uses inverted commas to demarcate speech. * 

Editing and Improving 

• Proof-reads for spelling and punctuation errors, making some improvements independently. * 

Spelling 

• Spells correctly most words from the Y3/4 statutory spelling list and some words from the Y5/6 statutory 

spelling list. 

Handwriting 

• Writes legibly.    

Working at the Expected Standard (EXS) 

Composition 

 Writes effectively for a range of purposes and audiences, selecting language and register* that shows 

good awareness of the reader (e.g. the use of the first person in a diary; direct address in instructions and 

persuasive writing). 

 In narratives, describes settings, characters and atmosphere effectively *. 

 Integrates dialogue in narratives to convey character and advance the action. 

Grammar and Vocabulary 

 Selects vocabulary and grammatical structures that reflect what the writing requires, doing this mostly 

appropriately (e.g. using contracted forms in dialogues in narrative; using passive verbs to affect how 

information is presented; using modal verbs to suggest degrees of possibility). 

 Uses a range of devices to build cohesion (e.g. conjunctions, adverbials of time and place, pronouns, 

synonyms) within and across paragraphs. 

 Uses verb tenses consistently and correctly throughout their writing. 

Punctuation 

• Uses the range of punctuation taught at key stage 2 mostly correctly (e.g. inverted commas and other 

punctuation to indicate direct speech, colons, semi-colons, dashes, brackets and hyphens *) 

Editing and Improving 
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• Makes choices in drafting and revising writing, showing understanding of how these changes enhance 

meaning or improve effectiveness. * 

• Proof reads for spelling, punctuation and grammatical errors (e.g. subject/verb agreements, tense use). * 

Spelling 

• Spells correctly most words from the Y5/6 statutory spellings, and uses a dictionary to check the spelling 

of uncommon or more ambitious vocabulary 

Handwriting 

 Maintains legibility in joined handwriting when writing at speed. 

Working at Greater Depth (GDS) 

Pupil achieves all of the above statements and in addition:  

Composition 

• Writes effectively for a range of purposes and audiences, selecting the appropriate form and drawing 

independently on what they have read as models for their own writing (e.g. literary language, 

characterisation, structure). 

Grammar and Vocabulary  

• Distinguishes between the language of speech and writing and chooses the appropriate register.  

• Exercises an assured and conscious control over levels of formality, particularly through manipulating 

grammar and vocabulary to achieve this. 

Punctuation  

• Uses the range of punctuation taught at key stage 2 correctly (e.g. semi-colons, dashes, colons, hyphens) 

and, when necessary, use such punctuation precisely to enhance meaning and avoid ambiguity. 

Editing and Improving 

• Makes choices in drafting and revising writing, which show a deep understanding of the impact of changes 

on improving clarity, enhancing meaning or improving effectiveness. * 

Spelling 

 Maintains high level of accuracy in spelling throughout writing. * 

Handwriting 

 Maintains legibility, consistency and quality of joined handwriting when writing at speed. *   

 

* Denotes that statement/ phrase is not included in the KS2 Teacher Assessment Frameworks and is therefore not 

required to meet the standard at the end of the academic year.  

  

Qualifiers: Where qualifiers are used, they have consistent meaning: ‘most’ indicates that the statement is generally 

met with only occasional errors; ‘many’ indicates that the statement is met frequently but not yet consistently; and 

‘some’ indicates that the knowledge or skill is starting to be acquired and is demonstrated correctly on occasion, but 

is not yet consistent or frequent. 

Examples: Some of the statements contain examples. These do not dictate the evidence required, but show only 

how that statement might be met. 

Particular Weakness: Pupils are still enabled to achieve the standard, even if they are unable to achieve one of the 

statements listed as a result of a particular weakness. A particular weakness is something very specific to that child’s 

writing, that they are prevented from attaining for a specific and justifiable reason. Particular weaknesses for 

individuals will be discussed within moderation. An example may be a child who is diagnosed as dyslexic may 

struggle to maintain accurate spelling in a sustained piece of writing, and therefore be prevented from achieving one 

of the spelling statements.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


