
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Consultation Report 
 

Proposal: To change the age range of St. Peter’s Church of England Primary 
School, Hixon from 4-11 to 2-11.  
 
Formal consultation period: 4th May 2021 – 15th June 2021 (6 weeks) 
 
 

Purpose 

This report is published in line with the requirements of the Department for Education’s ‘Making Significant 

Changes to an Open Academy or Closure by Mutual Agreement’ guidance, section 4.  

This consultation report sets out a summary of the responses received to the above consultation.  

 

Stakeholder Engagement 

An invitation to take part in this consultation was issued to the following stakeholders, with a link to the 

consultation letter and frequently asked questions documents available to view on the school website. Paper 

copies of the documentation were available on request.  

 Teachers, staff and local academy committee members of St. Peter’s Church of England Primary 

School 

 Parents, carers and guardians of pupils attending St. Peter’s Church of England Primary School 

 Staff and directors of Hixon Preschool 

 Parents, carers and guardians of pupils attending Hixon Preschool 

 Independent registered childcare providers in the wards of Milwich, Hixon and Haywoods 

 Maintained schools and academies within the wards of Milwich, Hixon and Haywoods 

 Staffordshire County Council 

 Staffordshire Early Years Sufficiency Team 

 Lichfield Diocese and local parish representatives 

In addition a public consultation meeting was held on Tuesday 25th May 2021 at 2pm, this meeting was held 

virtually to allow as many respondents as possible to attend given current Coronavirus restrictions.   

 

 



The Proposal 

To change the age range of St. Peter’s Church of England Primary School, Hixon from 4-11 to 2-11 to establish 

a school-led nursery provision for 2,3 and 4 year olds within the school site. 

  

Consultation Responses 

 12 consultation responses were received 

 8 respondents submitted comments or questions for consideration 

 9 respondents support the proposal 

 1 respondent does not support the proposal 

 2 respondents did not directly express a position on the proposal. 

Comments and reasons given for not supporting the proposal are summarised below with consideration 

and response from the Mid-Trent MAT Board of Directors. 

Comment Number of 
respondents 
raising the 
issue 

Mid-Trent MAT Directors Board Consideration and 
Response 

Respondent was unable to see 
why there was a need for 
additional preschool places 
within the village of Hixon. 

1 The proposed nursery provision takes over an existing 
provision which is already established on the same site, 
therefore demand for places is already identified within 
the direct locality. In addition, sufficiency data (provided 
by Entrust) shows that there will likely be an increased 
demand for additional places for 2 and 3 year olds 
moving forwards.  

Respondent was concerned 
regarding the potential 
damage to sustainability of 
existing setting within the 
locality.  

1 Having considered this response, Directors felt taking 
over an existing, established provision would have little 
immediate impact upon other local settings. It was also 
identified that the provision in question has a very 
different offer to the intended new provision and 
therefore parental choice would be a feature in any 
decision making with regards to selection of childcare 
provision within the locality. Directors were keen to 
identify that the inclusion of Hixon Preschool staff into 
the school and the increase of spaces available within the 
locality could lead to greater employment opportunities 
within the village. 

Respondent was concerned 
that parents who want their 
child to attend the school for 
Reception, may feel pressured 
to change setting earlier if the 
school offers this provision on 
site.  

1 Directors considered the school’s admissions policy and 
identified that the school’s planned admissions criteria is 
not changed by the inclusion of an on-site nursery. It will 
need to be made clear in all nursery documentation that 
applying for a place in the nursery does not guarantee a 
place at the school for Reception and the usual 
admissions procedure (through Staffordshire County 
Council) will apply regardless of if children attended the 
school nursery or another local childcare provider.   

Respondents were concerned 
regarding the premature 
schoolification of children. 

3 Having considered this response, directors were assured 
that the provision would align with the values and 
practices of the Statutory Framework for the early years 



foundation stage, which advocates learning through 
play, and is a fundamental belief held by leaders within 
the school. The school proposes to create an Early Years 
unit within the school and whilst children within this 
setting will be invited to join elements of school life (eg. 
Christmas dinner, sports days) which practitioners feel 
appropriate and beneficial for their development, the 
setting will operate an Early Years curriculum model, 
which will be distinctly different from that of the main 
school.  

Respondent felt that the 
school building is not suitable 
for creating an environment 
which would meet the 
emotional and physical needs 
of 2 year olds.  

1 The proposed nursery setting takes over an existing 
provision which is already well-established on the school 
site. This provision of Ofsted-Registered and fit for the 
purpose of educating 2 year olds. It is proposed that the 
new provision for 2 year olds would be located within 
this space. The space designated for 2 year olds was 
purposely designed and converted for this use, having 
appropriate toilet facilities and changing spaces, a 
kitchen and a disabled toilet area. The space was a 
former Staffordshire County Council Children’s Centre 
and as such was designed for the provision of child 
development and support services from birth to 5. 
Directors also received responses from Staffordshire 
property services and Staffordshire County Council 
school organisation which, having reviewed the 
identified locations of the proposed provision support 
the application.  

 

Decision 

Having fully considered all of the responses received during the consultation period, it is the decision of the 

Mid-Trent Multi-Academy Trust Board of Directors to proceed with an application to the Department for 

Education to change the age range at St. Peter’s Church of England Primary School to 2-11.  

 

Publication 

In line with expectations for an open and fair consultation process this report is published electronically on 

the school’s website https://www.st-peters-hixon.staffs.sch.uk/key-information/nursery-consultation/ and 

all respondents have been informed of the outcome of this consultation and directed to view the report at 

the above address.  

To request a paper copy of this document, please contact the school office on (01889) 270233 or email 

office@st-peters-hixon.staffs.sch.uk  
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