St. Peter’s Church of England
Primary School

A very warm welcome to St. Peter’s Church
of England Primary School, where we are
proud to open doors for all in our
community through learning, faith and care.

As a school we firmly believe every child is
unique and we work closely with our
families and community to ensure that all
are enabled to flourish and grow within the
exceptional learning environment we create.

At St. Peter’s we pride ourselves in offering a
positive, family environment where we
support and challenge everyone to achieve
more than they dreamed possible. Our
whole school team are passionate about
delivering the highest standards of
education through creating an exciting and
inspirational curriculum which benefits
every child; whilst also developing the skills
for learning and life which enable our
learners to always be the best they can be.
As a result, our children leave St. Peter’s as
confident, compassionate, curious and
resilient individuals.

We are immensely proud of our school, our
community and most of all our children, who
make St. Peter’s Church of England Primary
School such an incredible place to learn!

We hope that you will find this prospectus
useful in helping you to make the right
choice for your child and we look forward to
welcoming you to the St. Peter’s school
family in the near future.

Mrs Charlotte Pilkington
Headteacher

Our Vision and Values
As a school we pride ourselves on ‘Opening doors with learning, faith and care.’
Every day in every way, we provide our learners with engaging and exciting learning opportunities which enable
them to flourish and grow as confident, compassionate and curious individuals. We know that ‘we can do all
things through Christ who strengthens us’ (Philippians 4:13) and as a result, we have the highest aspirations for
every member of our school community.
Our expectations for our learning community are encapsulated in our school values and we endeavour to
demonstrate these values through our thoughts, words and actions every day. As a school we value:
Perseverance: We all have a can do attitude and we try our best in all that we do. We understand that not
everything we do in life will be easy, but with support, guidance and belief we know we can achieve more than
we ever dreamed possible.
Thankfulness: We are thankful for all that we have and make the most out of every opportunity we are given.
We use our own unique talents and gifts to support others and we are always well-mannered in our work and
play.
Respect and Responsibility: We value each other, our school and our community and we demonstrate respect
in all that we do by listening carefully to others and following the school rules. We take responsibility for our
actions and for our learning environment, and together we make St. Peter’s a wonderful place to be.
Compassion: We consider other people’s feelings in all our actions and behaviour, understanding that our
actions have an impact on those around us. We endeavour to act in ways which make others happy, we support
and encourage others to succeed and never act intentionally to hurt or cause upset.
Friendship: We are kind to each other and we make everybody feel welcome. We grow our school and our own
success by being selfless, understanding and including others, demonstrating loyalty and helpfulness in all that
we do.

Welcome to the St. Peter’s School Family
Should you choose St. Peter’s for your child, you are joining not just a school but an entire community of people
who are all committed to ensuring that your child experiences the very best education. St. Peter’s Primary
School enjoys a strong relationship with our local Church and benefits from regular visitors to school from our
faith community. Through these links, our children experience all that Christianity has to offer them and
develop a deep understanding of the lessons which Jesus teaches us and the Christian values we all aspire to
live by. Our children love being involved in our daily acts of collective worship, they engage in quiet times to
reflect, share their thoughts through prayer and discover how they can demonstrate our faith and values
through their actions every day.
St. Peter’s also benefits greatly from an active Parents, Teachers and Friends Association (PTFA) and this is a
great way for new parents to make connections within the community and make a real difference to the lives
of our children. Over the years, the PTFA have been essential in raising much-needed funds to support us in
our endeavours and have provided children with additional computing equipment, outdoor adventure trails
and even an outdoor classroom.
Together with two other local primary schools, St. Peter’s forms part of the Mid-Trent Multi Academy Trust.
Being part of the Mid-Trent MAT offers our school the opportunity to work collaboratively with others and
opens doors to a wealth of new experiences for our learners and our staff. Together we organise sports
competitions, art festivals and local projects which expand our learners’ horizons; and also work collaboratively
to explore and re-define best-practice in pedagogy and curriculum. As a MAT we understand that we are all
part of a genuine learning community, and we work together to secure the very best outcomes for all our
learners.

Why choose St. Peter’s C of E Primary School?
Inspiring Learning
It is a real joy to work with our children, sharing with them a curriculum that is exciting, enriching, broad and
relevant. Our staff team work hard to ensure that every child is enabled to achieve through the curriculum we
offer and that their journey to success is littered with incredible, awe inspiring and life changing
opportunities.
Rooted in Care and Kindness
St. Peter’s is a positive place to be, the staff team demonstrate genuine love and care in all that they do. They
work with families and pupils to ensure that every child is happy and included in all aspects of school-life. We
promote and celebrate kindness and care in our pupils and as a result, behaviour at the school is exceptional
and parents and pupils alike comment upon the family ethos we have created.
Success for All
The standards at St. Peter’s are high and we expect all our learners to work hard and achieve great things. We
are proud of our school, our work and each other and we encourage everyone to strive for better in all that
they do. As a school we celebrate growth and improvement, knowing that all learners start their journey in
different places and that together we can all achieve more than we ever dreamed possible.

Our School Day
Our usual school day is organised as
follows:
Key Stage 1 (Years 1-2)
8.45am Registration
8.50am Morning Activities
9.15am Guided Reading
9.45am English
10.30am Break
10.45am Phonics
11.15am Maths
12.05am Maths Core Skills
12.15pm Lunch
1.00pm Collective Worship
1.20pm Afternoon Subjects
3.10pm Storytime
Key Stage 2 (Years 3-6)
8.45am Registration
8.50am Reading
9.15am Maths Core Skills
9.25am Maths
10.25am Collective Worship
10.45am Break
11.00am Reading
11.30am English
12.30pm Lunch
1.15pm Storytime
1.25pm Afternoon Subjects

Class Organisation
Our class structure at St. Peter’s is
highly responsive to the needs of our
classes and individuals. We offer
mixed age teaching across the school
which allows for learners to
experience the right level of support
at the right time. Our staff are highlyskilled in managing learning across
different year groups and as such we
offer a highly personalised approach
with the flexibility to seek additional
challenge and support for individuals
when necessary.

Starting Your Journey at St. Peter’s …
At St. Peter’, we recognise that starting school is a big step for children and their families.
We understand the trust that you put in us at this early stage of your child’s learning and development and we
never take this responsibility for granted. We know that each child is an individual, bringing with them a range
of experiences, interests and abilities into the classroom and through all our work we ensure that the unique
personality of each child is valued and their individuality, developed and celebrated.
Our children are at the heart of all our decisions and we are proud to nurture strong relationships with our
families which last a lifetime. From your child’s very first day with us the Early Years team ensure that your
child is cared for within a safe, happy and inspiring learning environment.

Our daughter loves St Peter’s. From day one, she has been keen to go to school every day. She
loves her teachers and the various subjects she learns. She has thrived.
Current Year 1 Parent

The Early Years Curriculum
The Reception classroom is an exciting place to be, with learning centred
around exploration and play. Learning opportunities are designed to meet
the requirements of the Early Years Foundation Stage Statutory Framework.
Our highly skilled Reception team ensure that they develop the whole child
through offering a balance of child-initiated and teacher-led learning
activities each day. Learning takes place both inside and outside the
classroom environment. Pupils are able to flow freely into the dedicated
Early Years outdoor area, and with their teachers they also make the most
of the school’s extensive outdoor facilities like our Forest School zone.

Prime Areas of Learning
Communication and language
Physical development
Personal, social and emotional
development
Specific Areas of Learning
Literacy
Mathematics
Understanding the world
Expressive arts and design

Early Years Transition
At St. Peter’s we are committed to ensuring that your child
makes the best possible start to their learning adventure and
as such we plan our transition into Reception carefully.
A good transition enables staff to build up an accurate
picture of where your child is in their development, which
results in them experiencing an enjoyable, secure and
settled start to school life with us.
We firmly believe that transition is a process not an
outcome. Therefore, transition begins in the Summer term,
prior to children starting with us in the September. All
children are invited into school for regular short play visits.
They will meet their class teacher and teaching assistant,
begin to become familiar with their new learning
environment and have a shared story time.
In addition to this Reception staff visit children in their
current pre-school or nursery setting. We use this time to
talk to Key Workers and spend time with children in an
environment which it familiar to them.
During the summer term parents are also invited into school
for a parent induction evening. Staff will talk through our
transition process and share with you a typical day in
Reception. Parents will then be given the opportunity to
view the learning environment, sample school meals, ask
questions and speak to members of school staff.
Resources, stories, books and learning journals will be
available to look through, with our current Reception
parent’s permission, for you to see the rapid progress
children in our classes make.
In September, we are on hand to support you in managing a
successful drop off within the first few days, to answer your
questions and to speak with you individually about the needs
and dreams of your child.
Parent partnerships are highly valued as part of our wider
school ethos. Therefore, you will be welcomed into school
for a variety of occasions throughout the year, for example
for parent consultation meetings, to learn alongside your
child in learning workshops and to share in celebrating your
child’s successes, to name a few.

Our Learning Adventure …
Maths
As a school we follow a Mastery approach for
teaching Mathematics. This means that all
learners are supported to understand key
concepts and ideas deeply and demonstrate their
understanding in a variety of different ways.
Teaching in this way means that learners build
their knowledge progressively and have an
excellent foundation upon which to build when
concepts become increasingly challenging.

Reading
A foundation for reading fluently is developed in
Early Years and Key Stage 1 using an engaging and
highly-impactful approach to teaching phonics and
early reading skills. In later years, pupils continue
their reading adventure through guided sessions
which teach the specific reading skills required to
access new knowledge; as well as opening our
learners’ minds to the world of wonder which a
lifetime of reading joy can offer them.

Writing
Our teaching of writing focuses upon both
transcription (the ability to write, including spelling
and handwriting) and composition (writing for
purpose and effect). We teach our learners the
power of writing and how one letter, one book or
one speech can change the world!

Enchanting Curriculum
An enchanting curriculum is in place across all other
subjects which excites learners’ imaginations,
encourages curiosity and builds a life-long love of
learning. The curriculum is well-considered and
builds progressively throughout a child’s journey at
St. Peter’s. The curriculum prepares learners for the
future by ensuring they have the language,
knowledge and skills to be personally, socially and
economically successful.

Religious Education
Our curriculum for Religious Education enables every
child to flourish and to live life in all its fullness (John
10:10). We learn about Christianity as a living world
faith and encourage learners to question and
challenge the world around us. In addition to
Christianity, pupils learn about other faiths,
identifying similarities, celebrating differences and
learning how we can all live well together.

PE and Sports
Sports are an important part of our curriculum here
at St. Peter’s and we have a long history of sporting
success. We value everyone’s contributions and
design our curriculum to offer all our learners the
opportunity to live healthy and active lives. Beyond
the curriculum, we encourage our learners to be
active at lunchtime and after-school through offering
sports clubs and activities throughout the year at
minimal cost to families.

Inclusion and Pastoral Support
At St. Peter’s we value every child as an individual. As such, we make every effort to include all of our learners
in every activity. We have high-expectations for all, including those with Special Educational Needs (SEN),
and pride ourselves in supporting our learners in the best way that we can. Our MAT Inclusion lead and
SENCO works closely with our pupils and families to ensure that all are able to access the right support at
the right time.
We see that your child’s social, emotional development and mental health is just as important as their
academic success. In order for a child to achieve academically, it is essential that they are emotionally ready
to tackle every learning challenge they may face. Our school’s ethos, curriculum offer and Christian character
all support our learners in developing essential character skills such as perseverance, determination and a
growth-mindset which we know will stay with them throughout their lives.
We understand that all children need that little extra from time to time and that there are times, when
coming into school, ready to learn, is really tough due to circumstances beyond our control. For this reason,
we have an incredible Pastoral Support Team in our school to support our learners and their families through
these tricky times. Mrs Evans and Mrs Deebank are on hand in school to offer emotional support to our
learners through individual HOPE sessions where pupils are invited to share their feelings, build selfconfidence and develop simple strategies to manage their emotions; and also through group discussion
activities in weekly informal ‘Time to Talk’ drop in sessions. Mrs Gould runs weekly nurture sessions for
those learners in need of additional support and we utilise a range of positive bespoke behaviour strategies
#
to support learners who struggle to manage their feelings and behaviour to make positive choices in the
classroom and beyond.
Further information about the range of support we offer to our learners
and their families can be found on our school website, and if
you have any specific questions about our provision
please contact the school directly.

Useful Information
School Meals
Delicious school meals are cooked on site
every day and offered to learners in
Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 free of charge.
Menus include two hot options, a sandwich
option and jacket potatoes each day and at
the end of the week a very popular, fish
and chip Friday!

Extended Schools
We offer a thriving out of school provision on site here at St. Peter’s which offers affordable childcare for those
who need it from 7.45am – 6pm every day. Learners who attend this provision benefit from top-quality care,
delivered by highly-trained and experienced staff. The out of school club utilise a purposely converted space
within our school building and a wealth of engaging and fun resources to make time fly.

Uniform
We are proud of our school and the community to which we all belong and show this through the high standards
we set for pupil uniform. Details about the appropriate uniform for your child are available on the school
website and can be accessed here: https://www.st-peters-hixon.staffs.sch.uk/parents/expectations/
We kindly ask that all uniform, PE kits and coats are clearly labelled with your child’s name at the start of the
school year so that they can be returned quickly to you should they go walkabouts in school.

Find Out More
We hope that you have found our
prospectus useful and that you know a
little more about what makes St.
Peter’s a special place to learn and
grow.
In light of the Coronavirus restrictions
in place we are not able to offer group
school tours at this time, but we have
created an online open day for you to
explore on our school website which
can be accessed here:

In addition, we are hosting virtual
information evenings throughout
November and December which you
are invited to join. Please email our
school office (details below) to get your
personal invitation.

If you have any other questions, or you
would like to explore the possibility of
visiting the school before you make
your final decision, please give us a call
and we will do all we can to help.

St. Peter’s Church of England Primary School
Church Lane, Hixon, Staffordshire, ST18 0PS
Telephone:
Email:
Website:

01889 270233
office@st-peters-hixon.staffs.sch.uk
www.st-peters-hixon.staffs.sch.uk

